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Message from the President, Margot Maurer
Happy New Year! It is my hope that the new year has greeted you in good health and
good spirits. I sincerely hope 2022 is a better year than the previous two years. There is
much to share, and much to be thankful for! In January, I sent out a message to
members with a great deal of information. I hope you had a chance to read it and catch
up on the latest news from Lenau Park. I’m re-sharing much of the information here for
those who missed it the first time.

In an effort to keep our members well informed, we are pleased to roll out this version of “Der Trommler”
Newsletter in its new format. I want to thank our previous publishers, Ingrid and Bob Pejsa, for their efforts
as “Der Trommler” got off the ground and was published for several years. They did a wonderful job and
invested countless hours of time in the publication. Our approach to information gathering and formatting
for the newsletter has changed, but the goal to send it out quarterly remains the same. We have asked our
various group leaders and group presidents to contribute newsworthy items when warranted. Adding
information to the newsletter is optional for our groups, but I am sure that they will be excited to share their
events and newsworthy items. I will continue to provide an overall update on our organization. You will also
hear from Marianne Buechler, our Director of Operations, who will keep you informed on topics such as
Special Events, Prost, and our wonderful staff.

Did you know that Fish Fry is back? We started on February 25th and will continue through April 15th, which
is Good Friday. We have fewer volunteers, and because of that, we will be moving to the use of a buffet line
instead of the usual table service as we will simply be too short-handed. Our first night of fish fry went very
well, and we are ready for the usual Lenten crown starting on March 4th. Our planning is focused on safety,
service, and delicious food. Tables will be spread out in the main hall and dine in customers will order, pay,



“Events” Spotlight:

Fish Fry Returns
Fri., Feb. 25

Through
Fri., April 15

Contact Erika Rounds in the
o�ce at 440-235-2646 or use
email O�ce@LenauPark.com

We are looking to fill many
volunteer positions! Sign up

for all OR some of the weeks.
All volunteers will receive a

meal and two beverages.

Annual Meeting of
the Members and

Elections, Sun.
Mar. 13, 2:30 pm

Make your reservation for the
restaurant and enjoy lunch

before the meeting!
440-235-2546

and eat in the main hall. Take-out customers will order and receive their orders in the big lobby. This is just
one way to limit the number of people gathered in any one place in an effort to maintain safety for all.
Please consider joining us on a Friday night for either option.

With Fish Fry in full swing, let me say for the record just how great it is to be open again. The atmosphere on
our first night of fish fry reminded me of our events before Covid. We’ve been open since Spring of 2021, and
many of our groups have resumed their usual practice schedules or activities. We have dancers, singers,
musicians, German School students, soccer players, ski club members, cardplayers, and bowlers regularly
taking part in their group activities, and even though they are on break now, tennis resumed over the past
summer months. Our Wednesday workers never really took a break and have continued in their usual vital
contributions. They are always looking for new volunteers. They worked hard throughout the months when
we were closed and continue to be an important and valued part of our organization.

The summer months of 2021 kept us very busy with Oktoberfest and the Landestreffen events taking place
on three consecutive weekends in August and into September. Both of these events require almost a year’s
worth of planning. I cannot express just how many times I have wished for a crystal ball over these last two
years. The pandemic made it so hard to decide, for sure, if we would be able to have these events while
trying to predict when state mandates regarding festivals might change, and what Covid infection rates
might look like by late summer. The availability and effectiveness of the vaccines made the decision easier
by springtime, but neither event was confirmed until March of 2021. Over the following months, our staff,
board, and volunteers, squeezed a year’s worth of work into just 5 short months, a monumental task for
which all should be commended. All three weekends were successful and it was especially nice to see the
return of our members and to have visitors from Donauschwaben clubs across the USA.

Even though we have been open since last spring, things are not back to normal, but we are doing our best
to keep everything working as well as possible. We’ve had the same issues as others across the country
with staffing shortages and supply chain disruptions. The prices you see at the grocery stores are impacting
us as well as all our food orders cost a lot more than they did before the pandemic. It really is hit or miss on
the availability of items and it’s hard to guess what might be in short supply in the coming weeks. Several
staff members contracted the Omicron variant in the 2 weeks leading up to Christmas and through to the
New Year. We have monitored exposures and purchased test kits to help make sure that no one is working
while they are ill. There have been times when we just had to open while short-handed or staff had to work a
lot of overtime. Neither of those situations are ideal, but it is our current reality. Our staff works very hard to
make your visits to Lenau Park pleasant and memorable. We ask for your continued patience and grace.

mailto:Office@LenauPark.com


Easter Bunny
Brunch Returns!
Sponsored by the

Kindergruppe
Sunday, April 3,

10am-12pm
Make your reservation for the
Bunny Brunch via this link to

our website and enjoy the
festivities!

Please Join our
Jugendgruppe and

Celebrate
Schwabenball

on April 9, 2022,
Starting at 5:30pm

Make your reservation for
Schwabenball via this link to

our website and enjoy the
festivities!

Our Holzer Halle is also open and we are holding events. Groups are able to schedule and hold their events
in the main hall if they choose to do so. This is dependent on each group and their ability to plan, organize,
and get volunteers for an event. Since I am also the Jugendgruppe Leader, I will use Schwabenball as an
example. We last held Schwabenball in 2019. In 2020, there was a ban on large gatherings and in 2021, we
were just figuring out how to get our dancers back to Lenau Park and practicing. We are currently planning
for April 2022. The dancers have been back to practice for almost a year and parents are once again actively
helping with the planning for this event. Therefore, the Jugendgruppe will have Schwabenball this year.
Some of our groups are not quite at this point. They either do not have enough participants or enough
volunteers available and cannot commit to holding an event. There are traditional events that groups
sponsor which will not take place this year for various reasons which are entirely at the discretion of the
sponsoring groups. On the other hand, members can look forward to attending the Bunny Brunch,
Schwabenball, and Jagerfest, all in the month of April! The DGACC makes the decision on events like the
Annual Meeting or Oktoberfest, but not on group events like Schwabenball or the Car Show. I hope to have
clarified this point because we have received many inquiries about why events are canceled, and most of
the time, it’s because the sponsoring group chose to do so for any one of the many reasons listed above.

Getting back to normal isn’t easy. Looking around, I see very few things that have returned to the normal we
were used to pre-pandemic. Last spring, the consensus was that we were coming out of the worst of the
pandemic, and then Delta and Omicron both showed up to keep people home. I know everyone longs for
normal, but we may all have to get used to a new version of what normal looks like where we individually
evaluate our risks when participating in various tasks or events and make decisions based on that risk.
Many businesses and organizations had to close their doors over these last two years and I’m glad we’ve
made our way through to the other side of this pandemic. Lenau Park closed in March of 2020, and like a big
ship, it will take time to get it moving again, but we are slowly picking up speed. I am thankful for those
serving as members of our Executive Committee. We have worked hard to navigate this course without a
roadmap. I am equally thankful for our staff, many of whom did multiple jobs as we worked to reopen and
restaff the facility. Here we are, two years later, and once again the pandemic seems to be easing as spring
approaches. There is hope for a sense of normalcy to return, but only time will tell. In the meantime, there’s
a new war going on and other upheavals around the world to worry about. We will have to wait and see how
current events impact our daily lives.

As I bring this to a close, I want to impress upon everyone that we are very fortunate. We have, for now,
weathered the storm when other organizations have not. We have to acknowledge the unpredictability of our
current world and do our best to plan for any contingency. We never imagined a pandemic shutting
everything down or a new war in Europe, yet here we are. It’s hard to plan for the unknown. We have found

https://www.donauschwabencleveland.com/cal-events/easter-bunny-brunch
https://www.donauschwabencleveland.com/cal-events/easter-bunny-brunch
https://www.donauschwabencleveland.com/cal-events/schwabenball
https://www.donauschwabencleveland.com/cal-events/schwabenball


SCD Concordia
Soccer Club will
Host the Annual
Donauschwaben

Soccer
Tournament on
Memorial Day

Weekend
May 28-29

Soccer will be hosting the
annual Donauschwaben

National Soccer Tournament
at Lenau Park. Please take the
time to come out and cheer on
the home team and catch up

with your DS Soccer fans from
the various participating

cities. It promises to be an
exciting weekend, kicking o�
with a Beer & Brats on Friday
night and exciting games on
Saturday and Sunday. Don’t

miss the action!

ourselves navigating unfamiliar territory countless times throughout these last two years, and it looks like
we will have to continue to do so. The DGACC / Lenau Park is open for our members and for business. To
survive, we relied on our savings and by managing costs, because even while closed, we had expenses. Our
Director of Operations, Marianne Buechler, was able to successfully get some of the government relief funds
after submitting long and complicated applications, for which we should all be thankful. Our
Donauschwaben culture is known for the ability to survive when times are hard, to sacrifice now in order to
benefit later, to be frugal and thrifty, and to be steadfast in our commitments to each other and our
community. There is no way to make up the income that was lost during the closure, so we have to move
forward and work to get back to where we once were financially. In the same way, we must also move
forward and work to get back to where we once were socially, whether we are at Lenau Park or anywhere
else. I believe that we can get through this together. These last two years have been a challenge for the
officers and staff working to keep our organization viable. Please know that during this time, we have
worked hard to make the best decisions possible with the information available, and without a crystal ball.
We hope to see more of you back at Lenau Park in the near future. We appreciate your concerns and your
support, and thank you for your continued interest in the future of our organization.

Finally, I want to remind everyone that the Annual Meeting of the Members will take place on March 13,
2022 in the Holzer Halle beginning at 2:30pm. We hope to see you there!

Message from the Director, Marianne Buechler

What fun it is to see more and more activity happening at Lenau Park!  Along with the
start of the Fish Fry Season, we have just about all of the subgroups rehearsing,
gathering, playing, and enjoying each other again.  We have been able to enjoy our
traditional Wurst from the Wurstmachers and delicious Christmas Cookies from the
Frauengruppe again.  The restaurant, Prost! at Lenau Park, continues to be more and

more popular with our delicious meals and popular specials.

Since we re-opened to inside activities last spring, our staff has had many changes.  As Margot’s article
indicated, it is not always easy to get the right staffing, but we have been blessed with a very capable team,
who are all dedicated to the wellbeing of Lenau Park.  Allow me to reacquaint and introduce you to them.

Our office staff consists of Jacki, Lisa, and Erika.  This wonderful group handles a large variety of duties
including scheduling, accounts payable, accounts receivable, daily cash income, processing membership,



processing contracts, contacting vendors, keeping track of cost increases, and many other tasks.  I have
worked in many office settings and know that our Lenau Park team handles the complexities and volume of
this office well!  Jakob rounds out the office staff on a very part-time basis to help us with fundraising and
grant writing efforts.

The kitchen continues to be led by Erik who knows our recipes well and is always able to provide excellent
food.  Tomas, Maryam, and Ethan round out the kitchen team to create our daily Prost! foods as well as the
large banquet and event faire and tastings.

Mark joined our team last April as the Food and Beverage Manager and has since expanded his role to
assist with kitchen management.  Our front of the house server/bartenders are Jen and Amy.  Erik Z just
joined this team, helping out in the Rathskeller (concession stand) and will also help on the facility team.
Emma, who is also our banquet captain, Maddy and Nathan work with the Prost! at Lenau Park team as well.
Rounding out the Beverage side of things are Henry, Jeff, and occasionally Ted as our barbacks.

Stephanie accepted the role as Event Coordinator enthusiastically in September when we had an
unexpected vacancy.  The banquet team continues to rely on our long term member, Ilse, along with newer
members Noah, Alex, Clay, and Rose.  Emma, Maddy and Nathan are also an important part of this team.

Jim, our facility manager, continues to oversee all of the many projects and repairs of our 35+ year old
facility.  Lukas, special projects, works closely with Jim and other staff members to get things done.  Joan
very recently joined us as our housekeeper/janitorial staff member.  Erik Z eagerly joins the team as needed.

Our entire staff team looks forward to continuing to be of service to you, our members, our guests, and the
Haus as we all work together towards bringing Lenau Park to its full potential!

Rummage Sale Fundraiser Coming in July
Save your household/clothes items for our first Rummage Sale slated for mid July!  How does this work?
The week before the rummage sale, we will accept your donations of items to sell.  As the items arrive,
volunteers will place them out on preset tables according to their category.  Sale starts on Friday with a
cover charge and is open to the public.  Saturday morning, there is no cover charge to come in.  Whatever is
not sold, gets donated to another resale charity.  All proceeds benefit the club.  Watch for more details to
come on how you can help out.



News from our Groups
Kindergruppe

Leaders: Laura Calvey
and Sabrina Gloeckler

The Kindergruppe resumed practice on a limited
schedule in June of 2021.  We were excited to
see the Kinder and learn of all the new
adventures they had.  We welcomed several new
members, hosted a Halloween party and a
Christmas celebration.  We are now back to a
regular practice schedule and welcome all
kinder on Monday nights from 6:30-7:30pm.

Join us on April 3rd for the Bunny Brunch and
Egg Hunt. A delicious brunch, photos with the
Easter Bunny, crafts, raffle and Egg hunt will be
provided.

Make reservations at:
https://www.donauschwabencleveland.com/cal-events

https://www.donauschwabencleveland.com/cal-events


Jugendgruppe
Leaders: Margot Maurer,

Kathleen Martini and
Erik Maurer

The Jugendgruppe resumed practice in June of 2021, and we’ve added two new instructors, Kathleen
Martini and Erik Maurer, to our leadership team which also includes our Treasurer, Erika Temple. We
continue to hold practices on Monday nights at 7 pm just as we always have.

Our Jugend all came back several inches taller, and it was wonderful to see all their smiling faces once
again. Almost immediately, we held our Father’s Day Car show after canceling it in 2020 due to Ohio
mandates against large gatherings. We followed this event by working hard at dance practice to prepare for
the Summer 2021 festivities, and performed well at both Oktoberfest and the Landestreffenfest.

We are currently
preparing for
Schwabenball which is
scheduled for April 9,
2022, and we hope you
will join us. The
Jugendgruppe will
present their classic
program and our
Kindergruppe will
perform as our special
guests. We will crown a
new Miss and Mr.
Donauschwaben for

2022. Our Blaskapelle will provide music for listening and dancing. Dinner will be served from 5:30 until 7:00
p.m. with dinner options that include Jägerschnitzel with Garlic Mashed Potatoes or Vegetarian Teriyaki Stir
Fry. All meals include green beans, salad, rolls, and dessert. A gluten free option is available upon request.
We are offering adult or child portions and request that you please specify your dinner selection when
making your reservation.

All early-bird dinner tickets are $28 on or before April 4th, and are $30 beginning April 5th. All Jugend and
children tickets are $15.

Reservations can be made through Erika Rounds at 440-934-0283 or by email at roundserika@gmail.com.
You can also visit our website www.donauschwabencleveland.com/calendar and purchase your tickets
online. Please save the date for this special evening. We hope to see you there!

mailto:roundserika@gmail.com
https://www.donauschwabencleveland.com/cal-events/schwabenball


Kulturgruppe
President: Erika Knowles The Kulturgruppe will hold their first meeting of the year on Friday, March 25th at 8pm in the Party Room. We

are happy to welcome anyone who is interested in joining the DKG. Anyone that is 21 and older is welcome
to join. More information on the dance practice schedule to come!

Frauengruppe
President: Barbara Goebel The Frauengruppe was delighted to meet again in late 2021 when we were allowed to meet at Lenau Park.

In December we had our Cookie
Sale Fundraiser again. With the
help of our willing bakers and
volunteers we had a successful
fundraiser.

Our Christmas Party with
spouse's and guests was
enjoyed by all.

We started out our 2022 year
meeting with a Valentine theme.
The members brought in their
Wedding Pictures to share with
them. Four of our members

celebrated more than 60 years of marriage. Helga Schlothauer celebrated with her husband Stefan their 65th

wedding anniversary. The members had some interesting comments to give to prospective newlyweds.

Any Ladies interested in joining our group, please call Barbara
Goebel at 440-777-2406. We meet on the third Thursday of each
month from 1:00 till 3:00 PM. Coffee and Cake will be served.
Come and join us.



Deutsche Sprachschule
Principal: Heike

Haddenbrock
Nach der Weihnachtsferien musste unsere Schule wegen der steigenden Corona-Zahlen wieder online
unterrichten.  Deutsch Lernen via Zoom ist für Schüler wie für Lehrer nicht immer ganz das Wahre, und so
hat sich eine Gruppe Kinder aus unserer Stufe 2/3 für ein kreatives Projekt entschieden, um Abwechslung in
den Zoom-Unterricht zu bringen: “Vom Kreis zum Text”.  Alles begann mit ein paar Kreisen und Strichen, aus
denen dann Tiere wurden, die man beschreiben konnte, sogar dichterisch, und der nächste Schritt wird eine
tolle Tiergeschichte sein.  Leser können unten im englischen Text die Entwicklung des Projekts sehen.

Leider mussten wir unsere Karnevalsfeier für dieses Jahr absagen, aber wir freuen uns schon sehr auf ein
wunderschönes Kinderfest im Mai zum Ende des Schuljahres!  Bis dahin arbeiten unsere Schüler fleißig an
ihrer Vorbereitung auf Prüfungen in den kommenden Monaten.

After the winter break, our School decided to stay
online until Covid numbers went down again.
Online instruction can be a challenge for both
students and teachers, but children from our
Gruppe 2/3 opted for  creativity as a cure and
started their project “Vom Kreis zum Text” - “From
a circle to text”. It all started with a few circles and
lines….

which then turned into animals ….

and then became descriptions of the animals….



and even a poem. Students will be working on an
“awesome” animal story next: Unsere tolle
Tiergeschichte.

We unfortunately had to cancel our Karnevalsfeier
this year, but are looking forward to a great Kinderfest
at the end of the school year in May. Until then,
students will be working hard for upcoming exams.

Blau-Weiss Tennis Group
President: John Szeltner Tennis Anyone?  There is still snow on the ground, however it is never too soon to start thinking about

summer tennis at Lenau Park.  The Blau-Weiss Tennis Group offers league or permanent court time options
for players of all skill levels.  We have women’s doubles, men’s doubles, and mixed doubles leagues.  Or if
you prefer, you can reserve court time for your own singles or doubles matches.  Membership/court fees are
reasonable and we also offer a Social Membership for those that no longer wish to play, however still want
to join the group for all of the picnics, parties, and events held throughout the year.
For more information, please contact John Szeltner via email at tennis@donauschwabencleveland.com;
jpszeltner@gmail.com; or phone 440-734-3676.

mailto:tennis@donauschwabencleveland.com
mailto:jpszeltner@gmail.com


Edelweiss Ski Club
President: Ryan Temple Our group has not had any formal outings this winter, but individual ski club members have gathered for

informal trips to Cockaigne, Peak n Peak, and Holiday Valley.  The weather has been very good so far this
season and we look forward to planning a full slate of trips for next year including Snowshoe in West
Virginia.

SCD Concordia
President: Brookes

Swisher
SCD Concordia held its Annual Meeting and elections of the 2022 Soccer Board on February 6th.  The board
will be getting to work right away as 2022 will be a big year for Concordia. The soccer club was established
on January 20th 1957 and this year is the 65th anniversary of the club.  We are also hosting the
Donauschwaben National Soccer Tournament May 28th and 29th.

Concordia’s Youth and Seniors Programs were able to run at various levels over the past two years based on
Covid protocols set by the state and nationally as well as the soccer governing body.  In large part due to the
diligence of our coaches and staff and the players and parents following all Concordia Guidelines we were
able to get through the worst of the pandemic without spreading the virus throughout the club’s teams and
families.  When we were able to play games, Concordia's Youth and Senior teams fared well on the pitch.
Our 2009 Girls team finished in first place in the 2020 fall conference season and moved up to regional
league play for the 2021/2022 season.  In the 2021 national tournament Concordia was a finalist in the
Majors Division and the 35 and Over team won the championship.  In 2021 we were able to resume the
Kinder Soccer Program for 3-6 year olds and the Player Development Program for 7 - 10 year olds.  For
information about the upcoming Spring Indoor Session of Kinder Soccer contact Concordia Soccer at the
email address below.  In 2021 we also had the return of the Men’s and Coed Adult 7v7 Summer League, and
introduced the Friday Night Pick-up games for players 45 and over that still like to play but were looking for a
more casual format.

As we all are now used to the new normal way of doing things Concordia is looking to get back to growing
the Youth Program and bringing in the players needed to continue the high level of play of our Senior teams.

As part of the 65th Anniversary of SCD Concordia we will be profiling long-time members, players and others
involved during the early years of the club.  We will post the profiles on Concordia’s website and social
media pages throughout the year.  If you know someone that we could possibly profile please email
info@concordiasoccerclub.com

mailto:info@concordiasoccerclub.com


Blaskapelle
President: Scott Saluga The Blaskapelle celebrates its 64th year in 2022. We were able to return to practice in June of 2021 for what

would be a very busy fest season. Along with performing at our Summer Oktoberfest and Landestreffen, the
Blaskapelle performed at the Labor Day Oktoberfest in Berea over two weekends, Cuyahoga Falls, Avon Lake
Beer Fest, German Central, Locktoberfest in Akron and Hudson’s Kristkindlmarkt.

We completed our season with a sold -out KrampusFest in December. It was the first time since 2019 that
we could hold the event and it was a rousing success.

Practice has resumed for our 2022 season. We practice on Thursday nights in the main hall at 8:00pm.
We are always looking to add new members to our band. Any woodwind, brass and percussion are welcome
to attend. If you are interested please email us at: Blaskapelle@donauschwabencleveland.com

Deutscher Musik Verein
President: Christine

Fowkes
See our full-sized Ad at the end of the newsletter.

mailto:Blaskapelle@donauschwabencleveland.com


STV Bavaria
President: Jeremy

Lanning

See our full-sized Ad at the end of the newsletter.

Membership & Donations
Membership Chairperson

Norbert Manz
Reminder to all members to renew your membership for the year 2022.

If you are not receiving renewal requests by email and wish to do so, sign up by sending an email to
MembershipDGACC@gmail.com.

If you have already signed up to receive renewal requests via email, but are not receiving them, we may need
to update your email address in our system. Please let us know using the same email address,
MembershipDGACC@gmail.com, so that we can look into any discrepancies in your contact information.

Reminder to all members to attend our General Meeting on Sunday, March 13th at 2:30pm.

mailto:MembershipDGACC@gmail.com
mailto:MembershipDGACC@gmail.com


Upcoming Events



www.donauschwabencleveland.com/calendar

https://www.donauschwabencleveland.com/cal-events/schwabenball









